SECURITY AND SUCCESSFUL UNIVERSITY LIFE

Presented to first year students -Makerere University

Protocol and welcoming Remarks
1. Discipline: The First and Most Important Security Tool

Discipline is not just about following rules; it is the foundation of personal security.
Discipline minimizes distractions and fosters self-control. At Makerere, this means
adhering to university regulations, respecting study hours, and practicing self-
discipline. A disciplined student is a safer student, as they are less likely to put

themselves in risky situations due to peer pressure or a lack of self-control.
2. Situational Awareness: Your Personal Early Warning System

Focus transforms potential into results, but it also keeps you safe. Focus on your
surroundings. In a busy environment like Makerere, you must be vigilant. Put your
phone away when walking. Be aware of who and what is around you. This simple act
of focus can prevent you from becoming a victim of petty theft or other crimes. As the
speech mentioned, "focus turns challenges into stepping stones for excellence," and

that includes safety.
3. Securing Your Learning Environment: A Shared Responsibility

A secure environment is vital for uninterrupted learning. Makerere University employs
a comprehensive security framework including a dedicated security team, CCTV
cameras, and access control. However, I cannot stress this enough: security is a
collective effort. My team and I are here to protect you, but you must be our partners.
This means reporting suspicious individuals or activities immediately. Do not assume

someone else will do it. Your vigilance complements our institutional protocols.
4. Personal Integrity: The True Measure of a Makerere Student

Integrity shapes character and earns respect. Your integrity at Makerere will define
you. This means being honest in your academic work, avoiding plagiarism, and being
truthful in your interactions. Dishonesty erodes trust and can lead to serious

consequences. Your integrity is your reputation.



5. Cyber Security: Protecting Your Digital Footprint

We live in a digital age. Your personal information is valuable, and you must protect
it online. This is a core part of your security. Refrain from sharing your student ID,
password, or bank details with anyone. Be wary of unsolicited emails or messages
asking for personal information. Do not engage with unverified platforms or "too-good-
to-be-true" offers. Your digital security is as important as your physical safety.

6. Maturity: Balancing Freedom with Responsibility

University life grants you immense freedom. Maturity is the ability to make wise
choices with that freedom. The speech referenced temptations like sneaking out. Here,
maturity means not succumbing to the pressure to leave campus late at night, to
engage in excessive drinking, or to skip classes. Maturity is understanding that your
decisions today have consequences for your future. Practice critical thinking and ask

yourself, "How will this decision affect my future?”
7. Property Security: Don't Be an Easy Target

Laptops, phones, and other personal belongings are essential for your studies, and
unfortunately, they are attractive to thieves. Never leave your belongings unattended
in libraries, lecture halls, or cafeterias. Use locks on your hostel rooms and ensure
your valuables are stored securely. A moment of carelessness can cost you months of

work.
8. Fire Safety: Know the Procedure

Know the fire assembly points in your halls of residence and lecture buildings. Be
aware of fire exits. In the event of a fire, do not panic. Evacuate calmly and quickly.

Being prepared is the key to staying safe.
9. Health and Wellness: A Pillar of Security

Your mental and physical health are paramount. If you feel overwhelmed by academic
pressure or personal issues, reach out. The University has a counseling center and
health facilities. Ignoring stress can lead to poor decisions. Remember, a healthy mind
and body are your best defenses against a multitude of problems.



10. Preventing Theft in Hostels: Secure Your Space

Residential security is a top priority. Ensure your hostel room is always locked, even
when you are just going to the bathroom. Do not let strangers into your room. Know
your neighbors and look out for one another. A close-knit community is a safer

community.

11. Learning from Good Practices: Emulate Success

Just as other schools in the document have mentorship programs and integrity clubs,
you too can form study groups that promote academic integrity and safety. Join clubs
and societies that foster positive values. A strong peer network is a valuable support

system that can help you make safer choices.
12. Balancing Studies and Social Life: Moderation is Key

Makerere offers a vibrant extracurricular life. Participate in sports, music, and clubs to
develop teamwork and creativity. However, prioritize your academics. Overcommitting
to social activities can dilute your focus and make you more vulnerable. Time
management is a key security tool. A well-rested, focused student is less likely to make

a mistake than one who is overwhelmed and exhausted.
13. Emergency Response: Know the Numbers

Please save the university’s emergency contact numbers in your phone. The numbers
for the University Security Office and the Police are available in your orientation
materials. If you witness a crime or are in trouble, do not hesitate to call. We are here

to respond.
14. Personal Responsibility: The Golden Rule

Ultimately, your security is your personal responsibility. The university provides the
framework, the rules, and the personnel, but you are the one who must make the
right choices. Do not rely solely on the system; be an active participant in your own
safety.



15. Protecting the Makerere Legacy: Alta Continua

You are now part of a great legacy. As you go forth, remember that your conduct
reﬂécts on this institution. By embracing these security principles and values of
integrity and maturity, you are not just protecting yourself; you are upholding the
honor and reputation of Makerere University. This is how we, together, build a secure,

excellent, and thriving academic community for all.

Conclusion

Dear first-year students, the path to academic excellence is paved with discipline,
focus, integrity, and maturity. These values are the very pillars of a secure life. By
internalizing and practicing what i have shared with you, you are equipping yourself

not just for a successful university life, but for a secure future.

Trust the process, lean on your lecturers and support staff, and, most importantly,
support one another. Together, we will ensure that your time at Makerere University
is not only academically rewarding but also safe and fulfilling.

Thank you all, and let's keep in touch as we work together to PROTECT AND SERVE.
FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY.

Thank you.

Kaheebwa Geofrey
SSP
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