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Press Statement.

Makerere University Launches Ambitious Strategic Plan 2026-2030
Visionary Blueprint to Drive Excellence, Innovation, and National Development.

Kampala, Uganda — July 2, 2026. — Makerere University today officially launched its Strategic
Plan 2026-2030, outlining a bold roadmap for academic excellence, research innovation, and
transformative impact on Uganda and the region. The high-profile launch event, held at Makerere
University Main Campus, brought together government leaders, university stakeholders,
development partners, and academia.

The Chief Guest, Hon. Henry Musasizi, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development,
presided over the official launch. In his presentation, Vice Chancellor Prof. Nawangwe Barnabas
highlighted the University’s past achievements and the new Plan’s strategic vision. “This Strategic
Plan builds on our rich legacy while positioning Makerere University as a leader in addressing
contemporary challenges through cutting-edge research, quality education, and innovation,” he
stated.

The Plan was developed through an inclusive process led by the Deputy Vice Chancellor for Finance
and Administration, Prof. Henry Alinaitwe, with input from across the University community. It
aligns closely with national development priorities, as affirmed by Dr. Joseph Muvawala, Executive
Director of the National Planning Authority.

University Council Chairperson Dr Lorna Magara emphasised the Council’s oversight role and
commitment: “The University Council is fully committed to providing the strategic leadership and
oversight necessary for the successful implementation of this Plan. It will strengthen Makerere s role
as a driver of Uganda s socio-economic transformation and ensure we remain a beacon of excellence
in higher education across Africa.” Development partners, Vice Chancellors from other public
universities, college principals, deans, professors, and student representatives attended the event,
underscoring broad stakeholder support.

Key Pillars of the Strategic Plan 2026—-2030 include enhancing excellence in teaching and learning,
advancing research and innovation, strengthening infrastructure and sustainability, promoting
inclusivity, and deepening engagement with industry and government. Following the formal
proceedings, guests participated in a networking breakfast and media engagement session. Additional

Quotes:
“Makerere University remains Uganda's flagship institution. This Strategic Plan will further
harness our intellectual capital to contribute meaningfully to the National Development Plan



and Vision 2040.” — Hon. Henry Musasizi, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development.

“We are excited to embark on this new strategic journey. With the support of our dedicated
staff, students, alumni, and partners, we will achieve even greater heights in the next five
years.” — Prof. Nawangwe Barnabas, Vice Chancellor, Makerere University

About Makerere University

Makerere University is Uganda’s oldest and largest public university, established in 1922. It is a
world-class institution recognised for academic excellence, groundbreaking research, and cross-
disciplinary innovation. With over 35,000 students and a strong alumni network, Makerere continues
to shape leaders and solutions for Africa and beyond.
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Media are invited to use this release freely. The full Strategic Plan document may be accessed at the
link below:

https://mak.ac.ug/about/strategic-plan

Ends.


http://www.mak.ac.ug/
https://mak.ac.ug/about/strategic-plan
www.mak.ac.ug

