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Overview
The MPhil in Genomic Science is a 1-year research MPhil, registered at the University of Cambridge and based at the Wellcome Sanger Institute, Hinxton, UK.
The Wellcome Sanger Institute is a world leading genomics institute at the forefront of
experimental, computational and translational genomic research and the programme aims to equip students from our partner institutions with a unique blend of experimental and informatics skills, maximising their competitiveness for future opportunities.
The programme, which first started in 2016, is currently being run in partnership with the following institutions:
· Africa Health Research Institute, South Africa
· KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Research Programme, Kenya
· Malawi-Liverpool-Wellcome Trust Clinical Research Programme
· Mahidol-Oxford Tropical Medicine Research Unit, Thailand and Laos
· Oxford University Clinical Research Unit, Nepal
· Oxford University Clinical Research Unit, Vietnam
· MRC/UVRI & LSHTM Uganda Research Unit
· MRC Unit The Gambia at LSHTM
· KEMRI Nairobi, Kenya
· University of Science, Techniques and Technologies of Bamako, Mali
· icddr,b (International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh)
· International Laboratory for Human Genome Research, UNAM, Mexico
· Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Peru
· Makerere University, Uganda
· Brazilian National Cancer Institute (INCA)
· Universidad de los Andes, Colombia
· National Autonomous University of Mexico
· Argentine Dryland Research Institute (IADIZA)/ National University of Cuyo
· Centre for Infectious Disease Research in Zambia (CIDRZ
· Ifakara Health Institute, Tanzania
· Universidad de Antioquia, Colombia
· Universidad Regional Amazonica Ikiam, Tena, Ecuador
· Kenya Medical Research Institute - Centre for Global Health Research (KEMRI CGHR), Kenya.
The programme is able to recruit 4 students in the 2026 intake (partners who had a student recruited for the 2025 intake are unable to nominate this year). The 1-year studentship will include:
· Stipend of £25,270 p.a.
· Payment of University of Cambridge fees
· Allowance of up to £3,000 to cover Visa, Immigration Health Surcharge and outward/return flight costs
Students will need to meet the minimum entry requirements for admission to the University of Cambridge. They will need the equivalent of a UK 2i Honours degree and will need to reach the minimum English language requirement, see https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses/directory/blsimpbsc/requirements for details. This page includes a link to the University’s online guide to the equivalency of international qualifications, and outlines the details of the English language requirement.
Students will start their MPhil on the 1 October 2026. For further information about the MPhil programme, see https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses/directory/blsimpbsc.

Selection procedure for the 2026 intake
You will need to identify and nominate 1 high calibre candidate by the 1 February 2026 nomination deadline. The candidate must have identified a suitable Sanger Institute supervisor, who has agreed in principle to supervise the proposed project. These details must be emailed to gradoffice@sanger.ac.uk by the 1 February 2026 nomination deadline.
Potential candidates must look at https://www.sanger.ac.uk/about/study/mphil-and-phd-student-supervisors/ for a full list of Faculty research interests, in order to help identify possible research areas that will be of mutual interest to the candidate and a Sanger Faculty member. If you have a number of strong potential candidates, then their fit with the research interests of the Sanger Institute is an important factor to consider.
Potential candidates can cc Dr Annabel Smith (as11@sanger.ac.uk) on the initial emails approaching Faculty members, to help facilitate discussions if necessary. Candidates and partner institutions are encouraged to explore opportunities to form new collaborative projects with Faculty members across all our programmes: Cancer, Ageing and Somatic Mutation, Cellular Genomics, Generative and Synthetic Genomics, Human Genetics, Parasites and Microbes, and Tree of Life.
The nominated candidate must then develop a suitable potential research project together with their proposed Sanger supervisor by the 8 March 2026 application deadline, at which point the nominated candidate and partner institution will need to submit:
Sanger Institute MPhil application & project proposal form

The nominated candidate’s two chosen referees will need to submit:
Sanger Institute MPhil reference form
These need to be emailed to gradoffice@sanger.ac.uk, together with the nominated candidate’s university transcripts and CV, by the 8 March 2026 application deadline. Please submit the documents as PDFs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The nominated candidates will be interviewed on either the 26 or 27 March 2026 for one of 4 fully-funded (stipend and University fees) 1-year research MPhil studentships, based at the Wellcome Sanger Institute, starting 1 October 2026. Interviews will be held by Zoom, and candidates will be interviewed by a selection panel consisting of 2 Sanger Faculty members, who are not involved in any of the proposed potential projects, plus the Institute’s Head of Academic Programmes Dr Alice Mann. Candidates will also need to have been interviewed by their proposed Sanger Institute supervisor before this date.
The 4 successful candidates will need to apply for admission to the University of Cambridge by the 14 May 2026 deadline, see https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/application-process/how-do-i-apply for further information. There should then be sufficient time to fulfil all their University of Cambridge offer conditions, such as English language tests, and obtain their Student Visa, before the start of the MPhil on the 1 October 2026. The successful candidates should also continue to develop their project plans during this time.

MPhil programme structure
Supervision and monitoring
The research project will take place full-time at the Sanger Institute and will be supervised by a Sanger Institute Faculty member (principal supervisor). A member of Faculty at the partner institution can act as a co-supervisor. University of Cambridge guidelines stipulate that all Sanger Institute postgraduate students must also have a University of Cambridge supervisor. This individual, along with another Sanger Institute Faculty member, the principal Sanger Institute supervisor and the partner supervisor, will form a Thesis Committee to monitor student progress and act as a scientific advisory board. Thesis Committee meetings will take place in December and May (see timeline below), to have the maximum utility in helping shape the project and monitoring progress. Thesis submission must occur by the 31 August 2027 in order to enable the viva examination to take place within the 1-year funding timeframe.

Training opportunities/integration with student cohort
The MPhil students will be fully integrated with the other postgraduate students at the Sanger Institute, in order to enable the development of scientific peer networks. They will begin their degree in October on the same day as the 4-year PhD students and go through the same induction and first year introductory courses, in order to maximise integration and ensure that the students receive the same broad training base. These courses will include the Postgraduate Student Lecture Series; Introduction to Regulatory Compliance; Bioinformatics and Computational training; Scientific Writing; Statistics; and Research Integrity, Reproducible Research and Ethics. The students will also be able to attend courses run by the University of Cambridge, and have access to University facilities such as the library and the careers service. In addition, MPhil students will be expected to attend the PhD Student Journal Club.

Timeline 2026 intake
November 2025 - early February 2026: Partner institutions carry out internal selection process and their nominated candidate identifies a suitable Sanger Institute supervisor, who agrees in principle to supervise the proposed project, by the Nomination deadline: 1 February 2026
Early February - early March 2026: Candidate, proposed Sanger supervisor and partner develop a suitable project and draft a project outline to be submitted by the Application deadline: 8 March 2026, together with the application documents and references
Late March 2026: Interview days – 26 and 27 March 2026
May 2026: Successful candidates apply for admission to the University of Cambridge by 14 May 2026
May – September 2026: Further development of research projects
October 2026: Arrival at the Sanger Institute on 1 October 2026, induction at same time as the PhD student cohort
October 2026 – July 2027: Research
December 2026: Thesis Committee meeting 1
May 2027: Thesis Committee meeting 2
July – August 2027: Writing up, thesis submission by 31 August 2027
September 2027: MPhil talk and viva
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