CHUSS Graduate Symposium June 19-21, 2025
Makerere University Kampala, Uganda
Call for Abstracts
With funding from Lisa Maskell, the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHUSS), Makerere
University has held several symposia targeting PhD students and early career scholars of Historical
Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences from Makerere University. The CHUSS 2025 Graduate
Symposium is now open to PhD students from Ugandan, regional and PANGeA affiliated universities.

This change in direction is cognisant of the achievements of the Graduate Schools in training the next
generation of African scholars in Historical Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences. The
interventions have checked the existential threats that these disciplines faced because of the denigration
of higher education, especially the Humanities and Social Sciences disciplines, under the aegis of the
International Momentary Fund/World Bank Structural Adjustment Policies of the 1990s. Indeed, the
Lisa Maskell grants to the universities of Stellenbosch, Makerere, and Ghana have reversed the crisis
within these disciplines and ensured their sustainability on the continent. Nonetheless, an organic
networked and viable community of continental Historical Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences
scholars and practitioners graduating from these universities has not been established. Therefore,
CHUSS wishes to contribute towards building this community through this inaugural Graduate
Symposium.

In this regard, the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHUSS), Makerere University, invites
PhD fellows from Makerere University including those from Ugandan, regional and PANGeA affiliated
universities of Yaound¢, Nairobi, Dar es Salaam, Malawi, Stellenbosch, Ghana at Legon and Botswana
to the 2025 CHUSS Graduate Symposium. The 2025 Symposium will congregate PhD fellows into an
interactive and networking collaboration besides presenting their work in progress and acquiring
requisite scholarly/professional skills for 21* century Humanities and Social Sciences academics.

Participation and Submission of Abstracts

The CHUSS Graduate Symposium 2025 hereby calls for 250-word abstracts drawn from the fellows’
work in progress such as research proposals, draft theses or research articles for presentation at
Makerere University, Kampala from 19 to 21 June 2025. The Symposium will be preceded by a
writing workshop that will be curated by Prof. Grace A. Musila (University of Witwatersrand), Dr Peter
Wafula Wekesa (Kenyatta University), Dr Amon Ashaba Mwine (Makerere University) and Dr Isaac
Tibasiima (Makerere University). The Symposium will start with a keynote address by Prof. Grace A.
Musila on “Life after the PhD: Building and Nourishing Supportive Scholarly Communities and
Networks”. It will also include a panel discussion on the challenges of graduate studies and mental
health.

Funding

The Symposium is fully supported by a Lisa Maskell grant at Makerere University; therefore,
participants from Ugandan, regional and PANGeA affiliated universities will not pay conference fees.
However, the participants will have to meet their travel and accommodation costs in Kampala.

The Symposium will be held in-person at Makerere University and fellows who plan to attend should
submit their abstracts clearly stating their name, affiliation and contact details
to: chusssymposium@mak.ac.ug by Friday May 23, 2025. Contributors will be notified of the decisions
on their submissions by Friday June 6, 2025.

For further information and inquiry, please write to:
a) Dr Edgar Nabutanyi: Symposium Convenor Email: edgar.nabutanyi@mak.ac.ug
b) Dr Levis Mugumya: Symposium Convenor Email: levis.mugumya@mak.ac.ug
c) Ms. Esther Namitala: Symposium Administrator Email: namitalaesther(@gmail.com
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Keynote Speaker

Prof. Grace A. Musila University of the Witwatersrand

Grace A. Musila is an Associate Professor of African Literature at the University of the Witwatersrand,
South Africa. She has taught African Literature at the University of Johannesburg, Stellenbosch
University and University of the Witwatersrand. Her research focuses on Anglophone African literature
and popular culture, primarily in East and Southern Africa. Her work interrogates how settler colonial
history of East and Southern Africa and its twin legacies of epistemic injustice and selective
apportionment of humanity continue to shape these regions’ formal institutions and socio-political
practices.



