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Martin Kaboine is a student of Statistics and Applied Economics at Makerere University and currently contesting for deputy speaker at the institution.
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On 7th March 2024, Makerere University hosted the second edition of the French Study and Campus Fair under the theme: unlocking opportunities in the vibrant world of French education and employment. The one-day event was organized by the French Embassy in Uganda, in conjunction with Makerere University as the host. The event that was structured in three moderated sessions attracted the participation of eight French Universities and more than twelve Ugandan Universities including; Kyambogo University, Uganda Christian University, Mbarara University of Science and Technology, Islamic University in Uganda, Clarke International University, Uganda Management Institute, Cavendish University, Kampala International University, and the International University of East Africa among others. 




In his welcome remarks, the Acting Vice-Chancellor Prof. Umar Kakumba welcomed the delegation and thanked the French Ambassador, H.E. Xavier Sticker, for his unwavering passion in strengthening cooperation between Ugandan and French Universities, especially in the areas of education, research, and innovation. He further noted that the participation of the eight French Universities was a perfect demonstration of opportunities that will facilitate the movement of students between the two countries. 




“I am pleased that we are gathered here today at a time when Makerere recently took a new strategic direction that will see it become a research-led University in the region and the world. In so doing, the University developed and passed a comprehensive policy on the internationalisation of our Academic programmes. The fruits of these efforts are being supported through the existing programs like the Erasmus+ Mobility Programme hosted at our International Relations Office” Prof. Kakumba said.




H.E. Xavier Sticker (Left) listens as Prof. Umar Kakumba (Right) makes his remarks.



To highlight the achievements of Makerere University in its journey of 100 years, Prof. Kakumba shared with the audience a five-minute video clip, featuring the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe narrating major breakthroughs in research, technology, innovation and teaching.




Speaking at the event, H.E. Xavier Sticker commended and appreciated the Makerere University Management, for their continued support to activities of the Embassy such as hosting the Career Fair. He noted that the presence of representatives from the various universities in Uganda and France was a definite sign of more collaborations and partnerships to come. He challenged the French schools in Kampala to seek more partnership opportunities with Ugandan universities.




“As the French Embassy in Uganda, I wish to commend the eight French universities and the higher education institutions of Uganda that have come here today. This means that for Ugandan students, job applicants, and people who are interested in exploring international avenues in building their career, today is the day of those opportunities,” Ambassador Xavier Sticker said.




Prof. Umar Kakumba (Right) presents an assortment of Makerere Souvenirs to H.E. Xavier Sticker (Left).



He added that the Embassy will assist in availing information on all the internship opportunities and graduate training programs for Ugandan students, especially those who are interested in pursuing education in France.




In the realm of university collaboration and partnerships, France has welcomed more than 4,000 students this year, marking a significant milestone in international education partnerships. However, the statistics reveal that only a modest number of 69 students from Uganda have participated in the French higher education network across 74 public universities. Despite this, France stands out for its distinctive grande écoles, which offer specialized education paths to many African Universities.




Representing the Ministry of Education and Sports of the Republic of Uganda, the Spokesperson Dr. Mugimba Dennis reiterated that the Ministry is intentional in supporting research efforts in Higher Education.  He added that Makerere University has benefited significantly from the Government’s research and innovations fund allocations. He encouraged the representatives of other Universities present to prioritize postgraduate research programmes that will in the long run address skills shortages, especially in STEM fields and their sub-specialties like medicine and agriculture.




H.E. Xavier Sticker (Centre) with the Makerere International Office’s Mr. Gerald Ochwo (Left) and his colleagues at the dinner. 



The 2024 Campus France Education Fair was concluded with a dinner organized and hosted by the French Ambassador at his residence in Nakasero. Participants from the Academia, France Alumni Association in Uganda, and members of Diplomatic Missions in Uganda, graced the event.
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Happy #InternationalWomensDay to all our Mothers, Sisters and Daughters. 




Makerere University is proud of her contribution to Inspiring Inclusion for Girls in Higher Education since 1945.
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1.0 Background




The Higher Education Students Financing Board (HESFB) was established by the Higher Education Students Financing Act, No. 2 of 2014 as a body corporate to provide Loans and Scholarships to students intending to pursue Higher Education in Uganda.




Under the Student Loan Scheme, HESFB awards study loans to Ugandan students seeking to pursue Higher Education but are financially constrained.




The objectives of the Students’ Financing Scheme are: – 




	to increase equitable access to Higher Education in Uganda; 
	to support highly qualified students who may not afford Higher Education; 
	to support critical programmes for national development; 
	to ensure regional balance in Higher Education services in Uganda; 
	to create a revolving fund.





2.0 THE CALL FOR STUDENTS’ LOAN APPLICATIONS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/24




The Board therefore invites applications for study loans under the Students’ Loan Scheme from eligible Ugandan students who have been admitted in their first year under the listed Undergraduate Diploma and Degree programmes for the Academic Year 2023/24 in the Public Universities, Private Chartered Universities and the listed Other Tertiary Institutions.




The Applications will commence on Monday 4th March, 2024 and the deadline for application is Friday, 15th March, 2024.




3.0 STUDENTS’ LOAN COVERAGE




	The Students’ Loan shall cover tuition fees and functional fees. The loan shall also cover Aids
and Appliances for persons with disabilities, while research funds may be covered as and when
budget allows.
	Student loans shall strictly be awarded to students joining Higher Education Institutions in First
Year.
	The Loans will be awarded to applicants pursuing Undergraduate Diploma and Undergraduate
Degree programmes only.





4.0 HOW TO APPLY




	The Loan Application process is solely online and is available through our website
http://www.hesfb.go.ug or directly to the applications URL; www.hesfb.go.ug/ApplyNow
	Applicants shall be required to pay a non-refundable Loan Processing Fee of UGX 53,000 to the
HESFB LOAN APPLICATION FEE, Account No. 3740300006 Centenary Bank or
01363669053643 DFCU Bank. The Payment Receipts shall be scanned and attached during the
Loan Application process.
	Applicant who may encounter challenges in the application process can seek help by calling
0392174999 or 0414255300 or through our Social Media pages





5.0 REQUIREMENTS




	A copy of the Admission Letter from the participating Higher Education Institutions
	A copy of an Applicant’s the National ID
	Copies of Parents’ National IDs
	Copies of Death Certificate (In case parents are deceased)
	Copies of an Applicant’s Academic certificates or result slips and transcripts
	A copy of the Birth Certificate
	A copy of the recent Passport Photo
	Proof of payment of the non-refundable Loan Processing fee of UGX 53,000
	A sketch map to the applicant’s current address/residence
	A sketch map to the applicant’s home of origin (If different from current address)
	More requirements can be found on www.hesfb.go.ug/eligibility





6.0 APPROVED PROGRAMMES FOR SUPPORT IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2023/24




The Board will support applicants to pursue ALL accredited undergraduate degree and diploma programmes in the listed 16 key academic disciplines;




	Agriculture
	Engineering
	Laboratory Science Programmes
	Human Medicine
	Nursing and Midwifery
	Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
	Animal Sciences
	Petroleum and GeoScience Engineering
	Science Education
	Special Needs Education
	Statistics
	Computer Science and Information Technology
	Health Care Management Sciences
	Conservation Sciences
	Pure Sciences
	Tourism and Hospitality Programmes





Please see below for detailed advert
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