
CLIMATE CHANGE REPORTING IN 

UGANDA 



GENERAL FACTS ABOUT UGANDA 

 

• Total land area coverage 236,040 sq km, 

36,330 sq km water and 199,710 sq km land 

• Population by June 2020: 45,741,007  

• 5109 meters (16763 ft) above sea level 

Margherita peak on Mount Stanely. 

• 621 meters above sea level at Lake Albert. 



IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN 

UGANDA 

• Uganda is among the top 10 highly vulnerable 
countries to the dangerous effects of climate 
change (UNEP) 

– Extreme Weather events 

– Increased Temperature  

– Absence of the Seasonal rain 

– Crop loss 

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/annual-
report/state-environment-report-uganda  
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CLIMATE CHANGE DAMAGES IN 

UGANDA 

• DROUGHT IN TESO, 2019 



 

WATER CRISIS IN KARAMOJA 

April. 2020 

 



UGANDA MEDIA AND CLIMATE 

REPORTING 

• Uganda currently has: 

a) 34 Public and commercial Television stations  

b) 309 Public, Commercial and Community Radio 

stations  

c) A number of print media outlets  

 



UGANDAN CLIMATE CHANGE STORIES 

SHORTCOMINGS  

• Dominate event based stories  

• Dominate government sources  

• Base foreign media sources  for local stories 

• Deals often foreign climate change crisis stories  

• Often focus on crisis reporting and lacks 

showing solutions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qYp0lKHXk

k&app=desktop   
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NBS TV 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qYp0lKHXkk&app=desktop  
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DAILY MONITOR 



THE REPORTER 
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/floods-displace-100-000-people-

in-pakwach-2304600  
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CHALLENGES FACED BY CLIMATE 

CHANGE JOURNALISTS IN UGANDA 

• Lack of journalists capacity  

• Lack of editorial priority 

• Lack of outspoken experts in the field 

• Lack of resources for field report  

• Lack of cooperation with CSOs, Experts and 

Policymakers.  

 



AICA MEDIA 



Media and Environment Reporting 

• Quality Problems 
1. Lack of depth  

2. Lack of simplicity 

3. Lack of creativity  

 

• Quantity problems  
1. Lack of environmental news in numbers   

2. Lack of continuous coverage 

3. Lack of issue diversification 

4. Lack of area diversification  

 

   



THE CLMATE CHANGE REPORTING  

WE WANT: 

A climate change report that can: 

• Warn of extreme climatic events 

• Explain complex environment policies 

• Promote sustainable development 

• Help countries to plan and implement domestic 
policies  

• Inform vulnerable communities of impacts and 
how they can adapt to them 

• Promote mitigation activities 



NEXT STEPS 

• Building media capacity 

A. Training for journalists 

B. Enable journalists to report from international 

meetings and rural area 

• Improving communication 

A. Develop strategies to engage with the media 

B. Work  together with policymakers, scientists, civil 

society organizations,  

• Enroll for Climate Change Course: 
https://unccelearn.org/  

https://unccelearn.org/
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OUR MISSION AS JOURNALISTS 



 

The Climate Preacher 
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