FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

pFRICY %
4&\ 4"/% <y
; g % El m )
3 = 1
: : ’

West Africa Resilience Innovation Lab
ResilientAfrica Network

Collaborative Resilience Innovation Design for
Food Security and Diversified Livelihoods
in the face of Rapid Urbanization
(CRID4FAL)

For details and to apply, please visit www.grants.ranlab.org

by 17" October 2016, 11:59pm GMT (local time in Ghana)

CRID4FAL Grants:

In Phase 1, grants ranging frdd8$ 30,000 to US$ 100,000ill be awarded to teams formed around projects
from the CRID4FAL Co-creation Process. Winners la$e 1 qualify to compete for Phase 2 grants rarfigim
US$ 100,000 to US$ 200,000

ResilientAfrica Network — West Africa Resiliencentivation Lab WA RILab ) is pleased to announce and invite
applications for the Collaborative Resilience Ination Design for Food Security and Diversified Likeods in
the face of Rapid Urbanization (CRID4FAL) grant&islcall is sourcing innovative ideas that will tdioute to
resilience building in areas affected by the effemft rapid urbanization within target communitidsNmrthern,
Upper East and Greater Accra Regions of Ghananoitasly affected communities, particularly in Maind
Senegal. The West Africa RlLab (WA RILab) is hostedthe University for Development Studies, Schobl
Medicine and Health Sciences (SMHS) and its Netwrlts Partners include University of Education, kéiba,
Ghana, University of Bamako (USTTB), Mali, and QtieAnta Diop University of Dakar, Senegal.

The Resilience Gap:

The scale of migration in West Africa in recent ngehas increased tremendously mainly as a resulheof
ECOWAS Protocol on free movement of people, gogusservices. This heightens the development clggken
in the sub region. Rapid urbanization in West Afritas found expression in the outward expansidheobuilt-
up area, converting prime agricultural land intsidential and industrial uses. Coupled with theidence of
poor rainfall, this has adversely affected rain &ggiculture production across many communitieghtr leading
to food shortages, hunger and under nutrition, averall food insecurity. Furthermore, the ever-#aging
population in urban centers has outstripped retimleand social amenities, natural resources, hadcapacity of
sanitation and hygiene infrastructure.

This is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The content are the responsibility of ResilientAfrica
Network and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government
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CRID4FAL Approach:

In sourcing for innovations, RAN is applying a Gdibrative Resilience Innovation Design (CRID) ajpgtothat
uses a highly collaborative intervention designcpss in which multi-disciplinary teams of expessholars and
stakeholders are invited to develop system leuvelnnentions in a CRID Workshop. It is based onttiieking

that innovative ideas can be co-created collabaigtiby experienced stakeholders working with thegeét
communities. The CRID approach is specifically gesd to generate “platform-oriented solutions” selutions
that result in a platform that can facilitate nplki development functions instead of a discretgepto

CRIDA4FAL Priority Areas:

This call has three priority intervention pathwags resilience building around rapid urbanizationdaits
associated shocks and stresses.

Pathway 1: Agriculture and Marketing

In the face of rapid urbanization in West Africapsh the sub region’s people heavily depend on fedn-
agriculture and other natural resources directfecééd by the vagaries of nature. Bush fallowing ather
agriculture practices, which traditionally restomall fertility and reduced the buildup of pestsl atiseases, are
disappearing from the agricultural landscape. Olettae soil resource is being degraded, with asegment
reduction in crop yield. Presently, the challenge improving productivity without compromising soil
sustainability is so large that farmers will neeccombine gains from improved germplasm with commgletary
improvements in their management of soil fertilithe communities are stuck in a cycle of low protuityt and
skewed markets in which they have limited leverage.

Pathway 2: Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)

Over the years due to the densely populated natutee urban areas, compounded by the abuse of
available water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) Ifées, weak law enforcement and lack of good
WASH practices, achieving long-term sustainability WASH intervention remains a daunting
challenge Access to water and sanitation is a fundamentalamuright and essential to life, health and dignity.
WASH+H describes all issues that relate to thethesad wellbeing of the people. It includes watamitation
and hygienic behavior of the people. Waste managepreblems are well entrenched in the study afeaget
communities) and have also adversely affected #wdthh of community members. Provision of adequate
sanitation services is equally important. Propesposal of all waste, as well as, control of theriees of
communicable diseases, including mosquitoes, ratsg, and flies, is crucial to mitigate health ssknd
preventing epidemics. But the optimum benefit fralater and sanitation interventions can only be eaad if
communities and individuals are made aware ofitiies Ibetween hygiene practices, poor sanitatioaltineand
disease.

This is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The content are the responsibility of ResilientAfrica
Network and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government
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Pathway 3: Livelihood Diversification & Financial Inclusion

Two of the target communities are highly dependamtrain-fed subsistence agriculture that is vulblerao
adverse effects of rapid urbanization and climateability. Alternative livelihood opportunities etimited and
access to financial services remains a big chadléxign-diversification is caused by the lack of viallelihood
options that are contextually relevant, easy tolément and highly profitable. It is also causeddw financial
inclusion and a pervasive culture of not savingraes of the biggest impediments to investment.

CRID4FAL Innovation Challenges:

The WA RILAb Collaborative Resilience Innovation €ign (CRID) workshop analyzed the three priority
intervention pathways and developed three innomatf@llenges or platforms to be addressed.

* Innovation Challenge 1:Transform Agricultural Practices and Markets

¢ Innovation Challenge 2:Improve Water, Sanitation, Hygiene & Health

¢ Innovation Challenge 3:Promote Livelihood Diversification & Financial llusion

We invite initial original ideas in any of the Zniovation challenge categories from intending c@mes.

Innovation Challenge 1: Transform Agricultural Practices & Markets

In the face of rapid urbanization in West Africapsh of the sub region’s population relies heavityrain-fed
agriculture and other natural resources directfgctéd by the vagaries of nature. The growing fesmgy and
severity of extreme events such as droughts, floaas heat waves, along with shifting rainfall pats, threaten
to overwhelm the natural resilience of West Africaammunities, risking livelihoods and food security
Subsistence farming is the mainstay of communttias experience shocks and stressors arising fragration,
drought and sometimes flooding. Overdependenceaonfed agriculture, small farm sizes, low techgyylo
inadequate start-up capital, and the non-existesfcgalue addition tend to increase vulnerability ftod
insecurity as a result of poor knowledge about tmprepare nutritious local recipes. Thus, localilable rich
foods are not optimized. Lack of direct accessuyebs, poor smallholder cohesion, lack of inputsl Ebw price
leverage all affect the farmer’s income. The falpwhich traditionally restored soil fertility arréduced the
buildup of pests and diseases, are disappearing fle agricultural landscape. The soil resourcddmg
degraded, with a consequent reduction in crop yietésently the challenge of improving productiwitithout
compromising sustainability is so large that farsneill need to combine gains from improved germplagith
complementary improvements in their managementibfestility.

The Innovation Challenge This platform seeks solutions that disrupt thetust quo by substantially building
agency of smallholder farmers to have more cordvelr efficient agricultural production processesrketing
and consumption of local foods and soil fertilittamagement. The platform has three innovative ideadiiles
highlighted as follows:

Innovative ldea 1: Use Appropriate Technology to Increase Agriculture Output

Develop low cost environmentally friendly approashe increase yield per acreage by employing indige
knowledge, resources, technologies which encongersder and ICT platforms to improve access to niarded
to increase income. Particularly encouraged ar@gsmals that provide innovative approaches to primgot

This is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The content are the responsibility of ResilientAfrica
Network and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government
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Group-based access to markets; Gender-equitabkfibbeharing mechanism; Use of established ICT wetark
platforms; etc.

Innovative |dea 2: Value addition to locally available foods

Develop approaches for piloting, evaluating andlisgainnovations that address key constraints eelaio
alternative packages of assistance to Small anduvtednterprises (SMEs) attempting to anticipate tala
advantage of the growing markets for processedpanidhable foods; Small-scale processing technalbalyis
user friendly and adds value to indigenous logattyduced crops, e.g., millet, fonio, groundnuts,;éhdigenous
technologies for food preservation; etc.

Innovative Ildea 3: Improve Soil Fertility and Agricultural waste reuse

Develop models or approaches appropriate for iatedrsoil fertility management and maximizing tree wf
agricultural waste so as to improve the incomesnadllholder farmers.

Innovation Challenge 2: Improve Water, Sanitation aad Hygiene & Health

WASH is a major aspect of the health of the pedapléne target communities. The ever-increasingutaion,
driven by high birth rates and in-migration, hasstipped residential and social amenities, watepurces, and
the capacity of sanitation and hygiene infrastmectThis has led to an overall deterioration in dio@lity of the
environment. Over the years, significant investradiyt government in water, waste management, sanitand
hygiene have not translated into ensuring sustinamilability and access to sufficient water obd quality.
Organizations working to promote WASH are challehfjg deplorable attitudes, behaviours, and preziicehe
urban and peri-urban areas. Use of untreated wattevior vegetable farming is widespread across the
metropolis.

Innovation Challenge We are seeking innovative solutions to develoglet® and approaches for improving
behaviours and attitudes while creating innovateahnologies to promoting WASH. These interventiaosild
engage the community by leveraging existing tradal platforms for community engagement. Some iatiog
solutions may include:

Innovative |dea 1: Household Water Management and Reuse

Develop models and approaches or technologies fomgting sustainable water supply that would reduce
vulnerability to household water shortage and prenepportunities for multiple uses of water.

Innovative ldea 2: Solid and Liquid Waste Management

Develop models and approaches or technologieséongting sustainable solid and liquid waste managerto
reduce vulnerability of households to communicalideases and in a manner that also builds bridges f
agricultural production

Innovative Idea 3: Health Seeking Behaviour

This is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The content are the responsibility of ResilientAfrica
Network and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government
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Develop models and approaches for promoting aradyzittg health and improving health-seeking behavio

Innovation Challenge 3: Promote Livelihood Diversifcation & Financial Inclusion

Entrepreneurship is important to the economic avmat development of a community. Through innovatio
entrepreneurs create new, competitive markets asithdsses. This leads to job creation, which hasléplying
effect on the economy. Potential entrepreneurs @stWfrican communities (particularly Ghana) arestcained
by the lack of entrepreneurial skills and the leditaccess to finance/start-up capital. The GovenhofeGhana’s
(GoG) Microfinance and Small Loans Centre has asimis“to provide micro and small loans for starswgnd
small businesses with fast, easy and accessibl®enéait and small loans to grow and expand thasiresses as
well as to enhance job and wealth creation”. Buisiérvices do not reach majority of those mosteedn Other
microcredit facilities also follow the line of tritidnal lending institutions by demanding collaleia borrowing.
Existing entrepreneurship skills development prograre also few and not well focused. Upgradintisskan be
a key channel to improve productivity and incomeshie informal economy and open opportunities & With
the formal economy.

Innovation Challenge We are looking for innovations that can developdeils and approaches or technologies
for promoting life and entrepreneurship skills arget communities, Tamale, Navrongo and Ashaimaith W
coordinated support, interventions on this platfocem greatly benefit from existing financial seesgcfor
business start-ups. Innovative ideas include:

Innovative Idea 1: Life and entrepreneurship skills devel opment

Develop models and approaches or technologieséongting life and entrepreneurship skills that vebrédduce
vulnerability to food insecurity and promote oppmities for diversified livelihoods taking into amnt specific
contexts in target communities.

Innovative Idea 2: Alternative Livelihood Opportunities

Develop models and approaches or technologiesufipasting local business ideas to grow into viaternative
livelihood enterprises.

In conclusion, what you need to know ....
« Innovations are not limited to technologies butld be approaches or models

* An idea may not be new — the innovation couldnbiés social application

For details and to apply, please visit grants.ranla.org by 17" October 2016 11:59pm GMT
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