MAKERERE UNIVERSTY COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE, ANIMAL RESOURCES AND BIOSECURITY (COVAB

COVAB’S CENTRAL DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY (CDL)
IMPORTANT FINDINGS FROM CDL-STAKEHOLDER INTERACTIONS

INTRODUCTION
The central diagnostic laboratory (CDL) Is a node of the joint national
diagnostic centre (J-NADIC) located at the college of veterinary
medicine, animal resources and bio-security.

The main purpose for its establishment was to provide supplementary
assistance to MAAIF in the diagnosis of livestock diseases in Uganda.
CDL i1s committed to offer the following services;
Animal disease diagnosis g
*Biologics production

*Animal health surveys

*Animal health researches
|nformation storage and distribution
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eSupport for satellite laboratories RO

In this year, CDL has participated in two livestock related exhibition CDL’s Contribution To A Profitable livestock
shows and these Include the national agricultural show held in Jinja Industry in Uganda

and the world egg day celebration and exhibition held In Mukono dReliable and accurate disease diagnostic services
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town. . L _ Disease outbreak investigations on request

Among the objectives for participation In the above events include the q . dat Eollowi i .
following: Appropriate recommen_atlons ollowing accurate diagnosis
Publicity of the CDL activities and COVAB regarding their roles in =/ ssessment of vaccination effectiveness-NCD

the livestock development Disease Information

*Meeting and interacting with stakeholders and professionals for :IR_esearCh | |
example farmers, animal feed producers, service providers, veterinary JdLink to MAAIF & professional AHWSs & related services

officers and clinicians. e.g. feeds, professionals, drugs, etc
Making presentations and distribution of disease Information to
farmers and other stake holders.

CDL’S participation Iin the above events provided an opportunity to

Interact with various stake holders from which the following
Observations were made;

Stakeholders justified need for diagnostic services in the country
*Need to extend animal disease diagnostic services to various

districts so that farmers can easily access them
eFarmers are Incurring alot of losses due to livestock diseases and

parasites el

*Need to train vets and animal health workers on how to collect MR

and preserve samples for laboratory examination o NN #

*Need to equip farmers with possible ways of preventing livestock CDL TEAM DOING A POSTMORTEM ON CHICKEN
diseases WITH JAPANESE EXPERTS

*There 1s need to continue participating In various exhibitions i-:""".

which involve farmers and other stakeholders

*There Is need to develop a strong network between COVAB and
stake holders especially farmers and vets In the field

sEXxtension services for farmers are inadequate

eFarmers did not know where to report disease out breaks.
*\eterinary services are expensive and sometimes farmers cannot
access them
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Importance Of Accurate
Diagnosis

dMinimizes treatment costs

L imits deaths and other effects of disease
JdHigh recovery rates

Right response

dTarget control

L imited drug resistance

Safety of products-drug residues
1Detection of emerging diseases

1Safety of farmers and consumers, etc

WAY FORWARD

*COVAB requires to develop and support community
outreach programmes which Involve students from the
college and by doing so, this will also act as a skills training
tool for the students.

*COVAB should continue to directly provide solutions In
terms of Innovations especially In areas of disease
Investigation and diagnosis, vaccines production and
veterinary pharmaceuticals and others through research.
*COVAB needs to revive the vibrant ambulatory services
which used to exist If veterinary students are to obtain
sufficient practical skills

Presentations to farmers about the importance
of diagnostic services to the animal industry
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CONCLUSION
CDL 1s committed to promote and provide reliable, accurate animal disease diagnostic services in the
country and we are working tirelessly to tackle and provide solutions to the above findings.
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