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Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Public Health)

BATWALA Kiirya Vincent

“Parasite-based diagnosis for malaria in Uganda: Feasibility and Cost-effectiveness”

Dr. Vincent Kiirya Batwala investigated on parasite-based diagnosis for malaria; with the aim of improving the management of febrile illnesses which are the major killers in Uganda. The accuracy; feasibility and cost-effectiveness of different diagnostic methods were tested including microscopy; rapid diagnostic tests that are based on the detection of histidine rich protein-2 produced by Plasmodium falciparum; and polymerase chain reaction that detects ribosomal DNA with the high quality control exhibited. Vincent Batwala’s research found out that rapid diagnostic tests for malaria are more accurate, feasible and cost-effective compared to microscopy; and recommends that the use of rapid diagnostic tests should be scaled-up in areas where malaria is a common cause of fever. Funders: DBL Centre for Health Research and Development, University of Copenhagen, Denmark; TAEGETS Makerere University School of Public Health/Department for International Development (DFID) project; and Belgian Technical Cooperation (BTC). Supervisors: Prof. Fred Nuwaha; Prof. Pascal Magnussen; and Dr. Kristian Schultz Hansen.

Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Public Health)

KAGIMU Magid

“The interrelationship between religiosity and HIV infections in Uganda: A Community Case Study”

Dr. Kagimu examined the association between religiosity and  HIV prevalence rates in a case-control study. The cases were HIV positive youth 15-24 years  and the controls were HIV negative youth. He discovered that higher levels of religiosity were associated with lower HIV infection rates. Among Christians, praying privately frequently, was the most significant dimension associated with lower HIV infection rates. Among Muslims, those with Sujda, the black spot on the forehead as a result of prostration during regular prayers, had lower HIV infection rates.  He concluded that religiosity, especially the dimensions that were significantly associated with lower HIV infection rates, should be scaled up by all stakeholders involved in implementing faith-based HIV prevention interventions.  The study was supervised by Assoc. Prof David Guwatudde, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics and Prof Charles Rwabukwali, Department of Sociology.

Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Public Health)

WAISWA Peter Kyobe

“Understanding Newborn Care in Uganda - Towards Future Interventions”

Peter Waiswa investigated the delays which lead to newborn deaths, and the acceptability at community level of the evidence-based newborn care practices in eastern Uganda. He found that whereas most globally recommended newborn care practices were acceptable to the local community, a few were not. Also, care practices for newborn babies were of poor quality, and most babies died because of delays at home related to inability of households to recognise sick newborns or deciding to seek for care from a health facility, or health facilities lacked capacity to care for newborn babies. Comprehensive health facility strengthening and use of community health workers to promote newborn care is recommended. The findings informed the Uganda national Community Health Worker (in the Village Health Team (VHT)) policy. Funding: SIDA, Save the Children and the Bill Gates Foundation. Supervisors: Ass. Prof. George W Pariyo (MaK), and Prof. Goran Tomson and Prof. Stefan .S. Peterson (both Karolinska).

