
 
 
 
 

 
THE APPLICATION AND SELECTION CRITERIA 

 
Criteria  
 

 Open to citizens of all African countries  

 For postgraduate study at a South African university or tertiary institution 
(Honours and Masters degrees only) 

 Any individual between 19 and 30 years of age 

 Individuals that reflect in their character a commitment to the four principles of 
Education, Reconciliation, Leadership and Social Entrepreneurship, as 
detailed in this booklet.  

 
Application documentation  
 

 Complete the application form which should be available from the contact 
person at your university. Or download the application form from 
www.mandelarhodes.org  

 Contact between three and five referees who would be willing to write 
reference letters for you. A template for the reference letter is available with 
the application form on our website. Please ensure that no less than three are 
from academics who have taught you. 

 Ensure that you include the following documentation in your application: 
- A certified copy of your identity document , birth certificate , 

residency certificate or passport  
- A certified copy of your official academic transcript  
- A CV detailing your work experience, leadership positions, 

extramural activities, and any honours or awards you have 
received.  

 
Application process  
 
Initial applications are by-and-large processed through the tertiary institutions. 
Exceptions will be made only for candidates not currently based at a tertiary 
institution; in these instances applications should be made directly to the Mandela 
Rhodes Foundation Scholarships Programme.  
 
Each institution may nominate a maximum of five candidates to be sent through to 
the next round of selections. The Mandela Rhodes Foundation will then shortlist 
candidates for a final interview.  
 
Candidates short listed to attend the final interview will be required to submit an 
essay, on a topic provided to them. These candidates will then attend an interview 
with the panel of selectors in Cape Town in October. All short listed candidates will 
be informed shortly thereafter as to the status of their application. 
 
Contact the Postgraduate Financial Aid Office (Research Division) at your institution 

to find out further details and closing dates. 

http://www.mandelarhodes.org/

