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INTRODUCTION: The Global StrategyINTRODUCTION: The Global Strategy

TheThe strategystrategy makesmakes itit clearclear thatthat thethe currentcurrent situationsituation ofof agriculturalagricultural statisticsstatistics inin relationrelation toto

thethe coverage,coverage, qualityquality andand relevancerelevance ofof thethe datadata beingbeing producedproduced byby developingdeveloping countriescountries isis

poorpoor andand isis decliningdeclining..

TheThe keykey problemproblem isis thethe limitedlimited countrycountry--levellevel capacitycapacity ofof publicpublic statisticalstatistical agenciesagencies..

IncreasedIncreased investmentinvestment inin thethe humanhuman resourcesresources availableavailable toto thethe statisticalstatistical systemsystem mustmust

certainlycertainly bebe partpart ofof thethe responseresponse..
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ThereThere isis aa concertedconcerted efforteffort toto putput inin placeplace aa systemsystem thatthat willwill provideprovide thethe informationinformation

neededneeded toto meetmeet thethe developmentdevelopment challengeschallenges ofof thethe twentytwenty firstfirst centurycentury..

AllAll thethe threethree pillarspillars onon whichwhich thisthis systemsystem isis basedbased havehave importantimportant implicationsimplications forfor futurefuture

investmentinvestment inin trainingtraining andand humanhuman resourceresource developmentdevelopment..



Introduction: Agricultural Statistics in the initial stages of African Statistical Introduction: Agricultural Statistics in the initial stages of African Statistical 

DevelopmentDevelopment

AgriculturalAgricultural StatisticsStatistics waswas oneone ofof thethe areasareas thatthat werewere givengiven earlyearly prioritypriority inin statisticsstatistics
developmentdevelopment..

AA goodgood numbernumber ofof countriescountries participatedparticipated inin thethe 19601960 censuscensus ofof AgricultureAgriculture programmeprogramme..

AtAt thethe timetime therethere waswas aa markedmarked differencedifference betweenbetween AfricanAfrican statisticiansstatisticians inin FrenchFrench andand
EnglishEnglish speakingspeaking countriescountries..

ProfessionalProfessional trainingtraining waswas initiallyinitially givengiven inin overseasoverseas institutionsinstitutions.. LaterLater aa numbernumber ofof
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ProfessionalProfessional trainingtraining waswas initiallyinitially givengiven inin overseasoverseas institutionsinstitutions.. LaterLater aa numbernumber ofof
professionalprofessional levellevel centrescentres werewere createdcreated withinwithin thethe regionregion andand thesethese providedprovided mostmost ofof thethe
trainingtraining requiredrequired forfor recruitmentrecruitment ofof aa professionalprofessional statisticianstatistician..



SOME OF THE CURRENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: THE SOME OF THE CURRENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: THE 

PROSPECTSPROSPECTS

Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics (ISAE)Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics (ISAE)

Training in Agricultural statistics is offered at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels Training in Agricultural statistics is offered at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels 

for the Bachelor of Statistics, postgraduate diploma in Statistics and Master of Statistics for the Bachelor of Statistics, postgraduate diploma in Statistics and Master of Statistics 

programmes respectively.programmes respectively.

Short term courses and workshops are also offered to meet specific skills needs. Short term courses and workshops are also offered to meet specific skills needs. 
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At the present ISAE is reviewing its programmes to make them more relevant to the At the present ISAE is reviewing its programmes to make them more relevant to the 

information needs under different arrangements, decentralization being one of them.information needs under different arrangements, decentralization being one of them.

Eastern Africa Statistical Training  Centre (EASTC)Eastern Africa Statistical Training  Centre (EASTC)
The curriculum covers some topics of agricultural statistics in the Applied Statistics The curriculum covers some topics of agricultural statistics in the Applied Statistics 

course which is basically a subset of the Agricultural Statistics course offered at ISAE at course which is basically a subset of the Agricultural Statistics course offered at ISAE at 

the undergraduate level.the undergraduate level.



SOME OF THE CURRENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: THE SOME OF THE CURRENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES: THE 

PROSPECTSPROSPECTS

InstitutInstitut National de National de StatistiqueStatistique et det d’’ Économieconomie AppliquAppliquѐѐѐѐe (INSEA)e (INSEA)
••does not offer any programme in agricultural statistics.does not offer any programme in agricultural statistics.

••are proposing creating a specialisation in this area in their four year programme are proposing creating a specialisation in this area in their four year programme 

and then go ahead to have a Masters programme in agricultural statistics in and then go ahead to have a Masters programme in agricultural statistics in 

collaboration with the Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine Institute. collaboration with the Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine Institute. 
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••are also proposing running short courses in agricultural statistics for public are also proposing running short courses in agricultural statistics for public 

servants in the agriculture and related sectors.servants in the agriculture and related sectors.



TRAINING OUTSIDE AFRICATRAINING OUTSIDE AFRICA::

••The Summer Institute conducted by the The Summer Institute conducted by the Survey Research Centre, Institute of Social Research, Survey Research Centre, Institute of Social Research, 
University of Michigan, USAUniversity of Michigan, USA offers rigorous and high quality training in all phases of survey offers rigorous and high quality training in all phases of survey 
research. research. 

The program provides practice and theory in the design, implementation and analysis of surveysThe program provides practice and theory in the design, implementation and analysis of surveys

••The Indian Agricultural Research InstituteThe Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IASRI) offers under(IASRI) offers under--graduate, Masters and Doctorate graduate, Masters and Doctorate 
degrees plus carrying out research in agricultural statistics and has offered this service for the last 50 degrees plus carrying out research in agricultural statistics and has offered this service for the last 50 
years.years.
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years.years.

The Institute is recognised world wide for its contribution to research and training in agricultural The Institute is recognised world wide for its contribution to research and training in agricultural 
statistics. statistics. 

••The Statistical Institute of Asia and the PacificThe Statistical Institute of Asia and the Pacific runs both long and shortruns both long and short--term courses and plays a term courses and plays a 
central role in national statistical capability in developing countries.central role in national statistical capability in developing countries.

The trainees are trained in the production and development of official statistics for national The trainees are trained in the production and development of official statistics for national 
development, in applications of information management and communications technology for development, in applications of information management and communications technology for 
official statistics and in analysis, interpretation and use of official statistics.official statistics and in analysis, interpretation and use of official statistics.

The Institute also organises long distance training courses.The Institute also organises long distance training courses.



TRAINING OUTSIDE AFRICATRAINING OUTSIDE AFRICA

••Faculties of Agriculture in UniversitiesFaculties of Agriculture in Universities::

A number of courses relevant to the training of an agricultural statistician may be offered in these A number of courses relevant to the training of an agricultural statistician may be offered in these 

Faculties, which can supplement those offered in training centres very well.Faculties, which can supplement those offered in training centres very well.

Other organisations or institutionsOther organisations or institutions::
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Other organisations or institutionsOther organisations or institutions::

For example the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic For example the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic 

Countries (SESRIC) and the African Development Bank (ADB) coordinate a number of activities Countries (SESRIC) and the African Development Bank (ADB) coordinate a number of activities 

under their statistical capacity building programmes to improve human capital in NSOs (National under their statistical capacity building programmes to improve human capital in NSOs (National 

Statistical Offices) with the former concentrating mostly on OIC member countries and ADB Statistical Offices) with the former concentrating mostly on OIC member countries and ADB 

spreading its efforts to the STCs as well.spreading its efforts to the STCs as well.

These activities cover These activities cover a number of subject areas including agricultural statistics.a number of subject areas including agricultural statistics.



CHALLENGES OF IMPROVING THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF TRAININGCHALLENGES OF IMPROVING THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF TRAINING

••The training of middle level staff. The training of middle level staff. 

••Maintaining the quality of products from the statisticians.Maintaining the quality of products from the statisticians.

••Demand for new statistics as a result of new emerging areas introduced by the global strategyDemand for new statistics as a result of new emerging areas introduced by the global strategy

••Periodically reviewing the course content at all levels and making changes to reflect current Periodically reviewing the course content at all levels and making changes to reflect current 

priorities and latest data collection and processing methods.priorities and latest data collection and processing methods.

••Challenge of knowing all the stakeholders.Challenge of knowing all the stakeholders.

••Challenge of enhancing partnerships for statistical training.Challenge of enhancing partnerships for statistical training.

••Retention of Statisticians.Retention of Statisticians.
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••Retention of Statisticians.Retention of Statisticians.

•• Challenge of introducing/strengthening modern/existing but costChallenge of introducing/strengthening modern/existing but cost--effective methodology in the effective methodology in the 

training. training. 

••Lack of demand and supply information to training providers and statistical agenciesLack of demand and supply information to training providers and statistical agencies

••Decentralisation.Decentralisation.



FINANCIAL SUPPORT REQUIRED FINANCIAL SUPPORT REQUIRED 

For:For:

••Fellowships for both trainers and traineesFellowships for both trainers and trainees..

••Research and development of appropriate methodologies.Research and development of appropriate methodologies.

••Physical infrastructure.Physical infrastructure.

••Development of guide syllabuses and production of relevant teaching materials and periodic Development of guide syllabuses and production of relevant teaching materials and periodic 

review of syllabuses.review of syllabuses.

••Provision of consultants and visiting lecturers for short periods.Provision of consultants and visiting lecturers for short periods.
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••Support for the holding of seminars, workshops and short courses in priority areas of applied Support for the holding of seminars, workshops and short courses in priority areas of applied 

statistics such as agricultural statistics. statistics such as agricultural statistics. 

••Equipment and accessories. Equipment and accessories. 

••Accessing Websites that provide training materials like for FAO and the World Bank.Accessing Websites that provide training materials like for FAO and the World Bank.

••Harmonising courses and standardsHarmonising courses and standards..

••Mentoring.Mentoring.


