
  

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Grants of up to $10,000 available for African graduate 

students and scholars to study in Canada 

Waterloo, Canada – April 28 – Graduate students enrolled in select African universities can 

now apply for up to $10,000 CAD through the Africa Initiative Graduate Research Grant.  

Announced today by The Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI), these grants 

will offer as many as 15 successful applicants an opportunity to conduct research and develop 

international networks in Canada. The funding is a new offering by the exchange program arm 

of the Africa Initiative, a joint undertaking by CIGI, in cooperation with Makerere University in 

Uganda. Special consideration will be given to proposed research covering one or more of the 

areas of conflict resolution, energy, food security, health, migration and climate change. 

“This is a tremendous opportunity for African students to undertake new ground breaking 

research and collaborate with Canadians on important African issues,” says Nelson K. 

Sewankambo, director of the Africa Initiative.  “Students who participate will be able to build 

their professional networks and make a meaningful contribution to Africa’s growing research 

enterprise with the intent to improve the lives of Africans.” 

Each successful applicant will spend up to four months at a Canadian university to undertake 

research funded by the program, and produce a major research paper to be considered for 

publishing under the Africa Initiative program. Students will be invited to present their 

research at a conference planned for 2013. 

The application deadline is May 31, 2011. A second call for applications is planned for next year.  

Students from the following universities are eligible to apply based on existing agreements with 

select Canadian universities: University of Botswana, University of Cape Town, University of 

KwaZulu Natal, Rhodes University, University of Pretoria, University of Ghana, University of 

Dar es Salaam, University of Nairobi, Great Lakes University of Kisumu, National University of 

Rwanda, University of Benin, University of Jos,  L'Université Gaston Berger, Mzuzu University, 

Makerere University, Ecole de Gouvernance et d'Economie de Rabat, Cairo University, and 

MISR International University. 



For more information, please visit www.africaportal.org/exchange or contact 

aiexchange@cigionline.org.  

MEDIA CONTACT: 

Kevin Dias, Communications Specialist, CIGI 

Tel: 519.885.2444, ext. 238, Email: kdias@cigionline.org   

The Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) is an independent, nonpartisan 

think tank on international governance. Led by experienced practitioners and distinguished 

academics, CIGI supports research, forms networks, advances policy debate and generates 

ideas for multilateral governance improvements. Conducting an active agenda of research, 

events and publications, CIGI’s interdisciplinary work includes collaboration with policy, 

business and academic communities around the world. CIGI was founded in 2001 by Jim 

Balsillie, co-CEO of RIM (Research In Motion), and collaborates with and gratefully 

acknowledges support from a number of strategic partners, in particular the Government of 

Canada and the Government of Ontario. For more information, please visit www.cigionline.org. 
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